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Order of Service  
For  

Monthly Discipleship Eucharist #1 
(The Liturgy for today is a Said Mass with hymns. Today’s session focuses on the 

call to discipleship) 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

The Introductory Rite 

Introit Hymn: CPWI #131 - Glory Be To Jesus 

Lenten Sentence  

Celebrant– Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

Congregation -   And blessed be His Kingdom, now and forever. Amen 

Prayers –       “Blessed Lord and Father” 
and 

      Collect for Purity 
 
The Kyries  

The Collects:    Fifth Sunday of Lent 
                           Ash Wednesday 

 

MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

Old Testament Reading 

Psalm 119:1—8 

1. Happy are they whose way is blameless,* who walk in the law of the Lord 



The Diocese of The Bahamas and The Turks and Caicos Islands 

Intentional Discipleship and Disciple-Making 

 

2 
 

2. Happy are they who observe His decrees* and seek Him with all their 

hearts! 

3. Who never do any wrong,* but always walk in His way. 

4. You laid down your commandments,* that we should fully keep them. 

5. Oh, that my ways were so direct * that I might keep your statutes. 

6. Then I should not be put to shame,* when I regard all your 

commandments. 

7. I will thank you with an unfeigned heart,* when I have learned your 

righteous judgements. 

8. I will keep your statutes:* do not utterly forsake me.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; As it was in the 

beginning is now, and shall be forever. Amen. 

Hymn: CPWI 397 - Lord Thy Word Abideth 

The Dialogue Sermon 

A. Matthew 4:18-22 The Call of the First Disciples 

(Read by Celebrant & congregation) 

18 As Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is 

called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the lake—for they were 

fishermen. 19And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.’ 
20Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21As he went from there, he 

saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat 

with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 22Immediately 

they left the boat and their father, and followed him.  

Comment 

Matthew 4:18-22-The Call of the Disciples 
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In Jewish tradition, rabbis did not seek out students, but were sought out by 

applicants. In Matthew and the other evangelists, Jesus takes the initiative. 

Jesus comes to Simon and Andrew. They do not come to Him. He sees them; 

they do not see Him. Jesus speaks, they do not. The same pattern is repeated in 

the call of the sons of Zebedee, James and John. The four fishermen are already 

at work, already doing something useful and important, but Jesus calls them 

away from their work and family to follow Him, to become disciples and to 

participate in His mission. The Old Testament model is found in the call of Elisha 

by Elijah in 1 Kings 19:19-21. Just as Yahweh uprooted those prophets from their 

ordinary existence, so also Jesus represents the divine initiative in calling 

persons to discipleship. In Matthew’s version of the call to discipleship, no 

explanation is given for the call. The four fishermen are not told why they 

should follow Jesus, what following Him will mean, or where the path will lead 

them. Nevertheless, these four fishermen were prepared to take the risk of 

following Jesus who promises to make them fishers for people.  

Question 

God took the initiative by placing us in the way of discipleship at our Baptism. 

What provision did he make for us to grow to maturity as authentic disciples in 

Christ??? 

Answer (Congregation) 

God placed us, as members of the Body of Christ, in a community of faith where 

God is worshipped on a daily basis and his grace is daily available in his Word 

and Sacraments. Like the first disciples, God invites all the baptized to “devote 

themselves to the Apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the Breaking of Bread 

and the prayers.” Acts 2:42  

Question 

Since God provides so much for his disciples, what does he expect from us??? 
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Answer (Congregation) 

God expects us to use what he provides on a regular basis—to feed on his Word 

and Sacraments—worship and pray without ceasing and order our lives after 

the example of Jesus. 

Question – When the first disciples accepted Jesus’ invitation, they entered into 

a new relationship with him.  What is the quality of the relationship you have 

with Jesus? 

(The Celebrant or Leader invites comments and/or questions from the 

congregation to facilitate dialogue).  

Further questions -  

1. How hard was it for them to leave everything and follow Jesus? 

2. What were some of the practical results of leaving everyone and 

everything? 

3. Can you think of a time when you had to make a hard, life-changing 

decision? 

4. What are the things that hold us back from doing what we know is 

right/best at any given moment? 

 

Hymn CPWI #510 – Art thou weary, art thou languid. 

B. Matthew 4:23-24 The Immediate Setting for The Sermon on the Mount 

(Read by celebrant and congregation) 

23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 

proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and 

every sickness among the people. 24So his fame spread throughout all Syria, 

and they brought to him all the sick, those who were afflicted with various 

diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, and paralytics, and he cured 

them. 
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Comments 

When the first disciples accepted Jesus’ invitation to “follow Him” they went 

with Him “throughout Galilee. As they went with Him, they had three 

experiences. 

Firstly, they heard Him “teaching in their synagogues.” Matthew does not 

describe the content of the preaching as he emphasized their accepting the 

teaching that Jesus gave was an essential component of authentic discipleship. 

Incidentally, in Matthew’s gospel, only Jesus does the teaching and examples of 

His teaching are given in the next section.  

Secondly, the disciples heard Jesus expound His central message as He 

proclaimed “the good news of the kingdom.” The disciples discovered that 

everything about Jesus was related to “the kingdom of God.” God’s rule to be 

established on earth as it is in heaven and Jesus is God’s agent for the 

establishment of God’s rule. As disciples they were participating in Jesus’ 

establishment of God’s rule. 

Thirdly, the disciples witnessed Jesus’ demonstration of kingdom-living in the 

healing of the sick and infirmed. These healing miracles were acts of mercy 

which illustrate the power and the nature of God’s rule present in Jesus. The 

people are healed without meeting any requirements or making any confession 

of faith. It is entirely the initiative and grace of Jesus, the Messianic 

representative of God’s kingdom.  

 

Question 

The first disciples went with Jesus as he manifested God’s rule in his teaching, 

his miracles, and the common life he shared with his disciples. How do we 

participate in the Kingdom of God??? 

 



The Diocese of The Bahamas and The Turks and Caicos Islands 

Intentional Discipleship and Disciple-Making 

 

6 
 

Answer (Congregation) 

We participate in God’s Kingdom as we allow the Spirit to lead us in worship 

and Christ-like witness in our daily living as we look forward to the final coming 

at Jesus return. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus presents us with important 

aspects of kingdom-values that inform our Christ-like witness. 

 

Question 

Every king or rule expects loyalty from citizens. How should we express our 

loyalty to Jesus, the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords??? 

Answer (Congregation) 

The church encourages us to show our loyalty by recitation of the Creed in 

worship and by our practice of the kingdom-values described by Jesus in the 

Sermon on the Mount. The common worship of the Body of believers is an 

important and practical way of expressing that loyalty.  

 
Question – How do you express your loyalty to Jesus in your daily living? 
(The Celebrant or Leader invites comments and/or questions from the 
congregation to facilitate dialogue). 
 
Further questions -  
 

1. What was it that really drew people to Jesus: the teaching or the 
healing, the sound wisdom or the dazzle of miracles? 

2. What really draws you to Jesus? 
3. Do we know Him only when we need him? 
4. Jesus gives blessing/help in every area/circumstance of life. Do you 

really believe that God can be with you in every situation?  How have 
you experienced that in your life? 
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Hymn CPWI #671 – My God, accept my heart this day. 

 

Summary 

Celebrant: 

Our reflections have challenged us to grow in our appreciation of our ever 

gracious God who demonstrated the divine initiative in calling of the first 

disciples.  Saint Augustine described his call to discipleship – “I could not seek you, 

if you had not already found me!”  We are challenged to take the risk of following 

Jesus wherever He chooses to lead and direct us.  God always begins the process; 

God calls, we respond.  God requires us to demonstrate our loyalty to Him by our 

worship and our daily witness. 

Let us pray for the church of God in every place as we pray for the grace to enable 

us to hear God’s message to us and to allow the message to take root in our daily 

engagements.  The Jesus who calls us to discipleship reminds us of the everlasting 

truth that he revealed to his disciples, “apart from me you can do nothing.” 

Prayers 

(Said by Celebrant and Congregation) 

Heavenly Father, we thank you that you have awakened your church to hear 

again the call of our Saviour Jesus Christ to come to Him and learn from Him. 

Grant that as we say ‘yes’ to His call to discipleship, your Holy Spirit will enable us 

so completely to commit all the areas of or lives to His service, that in our 

personal, family and church lives, our work, recreational and social lives, we 

would act as Jesus would have acted if He were in our place, in His name and for 

His sake we pray. Amen. 

Almighty God, we thank you for the gift of your Holy Word.  May it be a lantern to 

our feet, a light to our path, and a strength to our lives.  Take us and use us to 
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love and serve all persons in the power of the Holy Spirit and in the name of your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Hymn CPWI #6762 - O Jesus I have Promised 

Greeting of Peace 

The Eucharistic Rite 

Offertory Hymn CPWI #122   - O Thou Who Dost To Man Accord. 

Prayer over the Gifts 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Breaking of The Bread 

The Invitation 

The Agnus Dei 

Communion Hymns – CPWI Nos. 571, 581, 598 

Post Communion Prayer 

The Blessing and Dismissal 

Recessional Hymn CPWI #143 - Praise to The Holiest In The Heights 


