
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A PASTORAL LETTER 

FOR THE FEAST OF PENTECOST (WHITSUNDAY) 

FROM THE RT. REV’D. LAISH BOYD 

Bishop of the Diocese of The Bahamas and The Turks and Caicos Islands 

Sunday, 31
st
 May, 2020 

(Please circulate far and wide by all means possible) 

 

‘BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT’ 
 

My brothers and sisters in Christ, Pentecost greetings to you and your families! 

 

Today the Church throughout the World celebrates The Feast of Pentecost or Whitsunday. On 

this day we recall the Holy Spirit falling upon the small group of Jesus’ disciples gathered behind 

locked doors. That same Spirit then caused them to speak in the languages of all those gathered 

in Jerusalem at that time (Acts 2:1-13). The event is seen as giving birth to THE CHURCH, THE 

BODY OF CHRIST, constituted, energized and empowered to take the GOOD NEWS to the 

ends of the earth. Today is therefore called “The Birthday of the Church”.  

 

The early Christians saw themselves as people called to usher in God’s new creation and, by the 

power of the Holy Spirit, to model the new way of being human as exemplified in Jesus Christ. 

The Acts of the Apostles, regarded as the Gospel of the Holy Spirit, chronicles the rapid growth 

of this infant Church. Once scared and frightened men and women took the world by storm with 

the Good News, and persons heard about God’s deeds of power in their native language. (Acts 

2:8-11) How was this possible? The Acts of the Apostles gives the answer: ‘BY THE POWER 

OF THE HOLY SPIRIT’. (Acts 2:17 and 18) 

 

More than two thousand years later, the Church of Jesus Christ finds itself once again behind 

closed doors, also fearful, impatient and uncertain, this time because of the COVID-19 

Coronavirus Pandemic. This Covid-19 reality came upon the world like a ‘thief in the night’ and 

has created social, economic and political uncertainties. The Bahamas, The Turks and Caicos 

Islands and our Diocese were not spared the harsh consequences.  

 

In light of the prevailing circumstances difficult decisions were made, and will continue to be 

made, to mitigate the negative repercussions of the prevailing Covid-19 reality. However, as the 

Church of Jesus Christ, we made decisions and will make decisions after serious thought and 

prayer, and we are absolutely sure that, by the power of that same Holy Spirit, WE SHALL 

OVERCOME. 
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The movement of the Holy Spirit in our beloved Diocese, in a new and refreshing way, has been 

evident and compelling. Look at the new and innovative ways of being Church that are emerging 

and blossoming, via social media and other technology. They cheer our hearts and strengthen the 

spirit. The Sunday Diocesan Masses, Week-Day Devotions, Virtual Sunday School and CYM, 

and Zoom Meetings have reached every part of our Diocese. Participation is wide and varied. 

We are being forced to develop new relationships, to find new and more efficient ways of doing 

thigs, and to rekindle old relationships that we used to take for granted. We are even reaching 

many persons that we did not reach before. We can only conclude that this is the WORK OF 

THE HOLY SPIRIT.  

 

I wish to extend my gratitude to all clergy and lay persons from every part of our scattered 

Diocese, for your labour of love and your faithfulness and perseverance. TO GOD BE THE 

GLORY. Just keep on keeping on! 

 

We are beginning to see the light at the end of the tunnel from our curfews and lockdowns. We 

are now in Phase 3 of the Reopening Plan. We will step out, by the Holy Spirit’s guidance, with 

caution, as responsible citizens, and as good neighbours among those with whom we live, work, 

and worship. We look forward to gathering for worship again INSIDE or church buildings. 

 

We will seek to model God’s new humanity and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, become a 

STRONGER CHURCH, A MORE LOVING CHURCH, A NEW CHURCH. God has already 

declared, “See I am making all things new” (Rev. 21:5). 

 

My family in Jesus, let us press on. Let us not give up. As we feel discouragement and 

weariness, do not allow these to overcome us. 

 

Remember that God is still GOD and that we are STILL THE CHURCH. 

 

‘Now to Him Who is able to do immeasurably more than all we can ask or conceive, by the 

power which is at work among us, to Him be the glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all ages. Amen’ (Ephesians 3:20:21). 

 

Remember, God is still GOD and that we are still THE CHURCH. 

 

 

Yours in the Power of the Holy Spirit, 

 
The Rt. Rev’d. Laish Boyd 

Diocesan Bishop 
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