
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“O give thanks unto the Lord for He is good. For His mercies endureth forever!” (Psalm 136:1)  

 

 

At this time the Commonwealth of the Bahamas celebrates 47 years of Independence. It is a tremendous achieve-

ment. Many of us were present on Clifford Park on the evening of 9th June, 1973, when the Union Jack was low-

ered for the last time and the new na-tional flag was hoisted for the first time. I was there as a wide-eyed eleven-

year-old.  

At the time, Great Britain was seeking to divest herself of her many overseas “colonies” (as they were then called) 

as possible. This was due, in some measure, to the tremendous economic strain that came with maintaining so 

many “dependent children”. In our own Caribbean region, a number of countries had already preceded the Baha-

mas by assuming independence from Britain:  

 

 

 

 

Then followed:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Venturing out” from Britain had its risks but it was a part of a regional and global movement in those decades 

when many colonial powers were releasing their dependent territories. Independence was being encouraged and it 

was a part of the “next step” in national identity, evolution and global realignment.  

Our leaders at the time were prepared to take the responsibility. It was a huge step, a frightening thought and a 

risky undertaking. Many thought that the Bahamas should not do it. However, we launched out – we had to – and 

have made AN EXCELLENT go of  it. Like every country, we have our successes and failures.  
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Jamaica     6 August, 1962  

Trinidad and Tobago    31 August, 1962  

Guyana     26 May, 1966  

Barbados     30 November, 1966  

The Bahamas     10 July, 1973  

Grenada     7 February, 1974  

Suriname     25 November, 1975 (independence from The Netherlands)  

Dominica     3 November, 1978  

St. Lucia     22 February, 1979  

St. Vincent and the Grenadines  27 October, 1979  

Belize      21 September, 1981  

Antigua and Barbuda    1 November, 1981  

St. Kitts and Nevis    19 September, 1983  



We have done some things well and can do some things better. There is a lot of room for improvement and a 
LOOOOONG way to go.  

 
Since independence – and all that independence involves, entails, demands and occa-sions – we have grown. We 
have made strides. We have evolved in ways that we would not have done and could not have done had we re-
mained a colony of Britain – or a Brit-ish Overseas Territory, as they are now called. (There are 14 such remain-
ing territories on the planet, 6 in the Caribbean, of which our own Turks and Caicos Islands is one.)  

Independence Time is a time to celebrate and to THANK God.  

 

We thank God for:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yes, there are many things about our country that we do not like, that we would like to change and that need to 

change. We must never lose sight of these, nor give up trying to work for positive change and improvement. Let 

us recognize and celebrate all the good people who work hard every day, and who have worked hard over the dec-

ades, to make this country what it is.  

 

Let us remember also that the work of maintaining and of building the Bahamas is the job of EVERY CITIZEN 

AND RESIDENT. It is not “those people’s” responsibility. It is OUR responsibility. Bahamaland is only as strong 

or as weak as you and me.  

 

Let’s celebrate! Let’s be THANKFUL! God has been so abundantly good to us. Let’s see our cup as half full and 

not as half empty. Let’s walk together and not get weary. Let’s work and never tire. Let’s sing and never tire.  

Happy Birthday, my Bahamas! We thank God for you!  

Happy Independence All!  

Yours in Christ,  

 

 

 

The Rt. Rev’d. Laish Z. Boyd  
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The Bahamas, all that she is and all that she stands for.  

The wonderful Bahamian people who are creative, lively and engaging  

The natural beauty of these islands  

The freedom and peace that we enjoy  

The political freedom and stability here  

The small, closely-knit and friendly society  

The warm spirit of the Bahamian people  


